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M I S S I O N 
Blue Sky is on a mission to provide 
transformational experiences for urban 
youth through outdoor education.

P R O G R A M  G O A L S
Help children achieve academic success, 
especially in the sciences, through active 
outdoor education that is appropriate for  
their current science curriculum.

 
Develop character and leadership 
through outdoor experiences that expand 
horizons, increase confidence, and build  
collaboration skills.
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I  am ten years into my Blue Sky journey. 
I  spent the summer of 2006 dreaming, 
setting goals, and crafting a vision 
around how I believed outdoor education 
could impact the lives of young people in 
my neighborhood.  

I  wanted students to experience hands-
on learning through field trips, street 
kids to escape into nature to discover 
peace and confidence in themselves, and 
teens to learn leadership skills and how 
to bridge divides through wilderness 
experiences.  And I wrote down that the 
proof this vision was “working” would be 
if our participants were returning to take 
leadership of our programs.

I want to introduce you to some kids (and 
programs) who are also in various stages 
of their Blue Sky journey.  Their stories 
follow the trail  of Blue Sky programs and 
have been the true highlights of 2015.  

You will  meet Quianday, who chose to join 
an Outdoor Adventure Club in 7th grade 
after first encountering the outdoor 
world as a 3rd grader participating in 
our Explorers environmental field trip 
program.  You will  meet Alyssa, who first 
experienced Blue Sky on a rock climbing 
expedition, and then was accepted 

as a young leader in our Outdoor 
Leadership Institute during high school.  
Lastly you will  meet Jon, a high school 
junior, who paddled 58 miles down the 
Rappahannock River during our alumni 
wilderness trip, and then trained to 
return as summer staff to lead the next 
generation of outdoor leaders.

I  am beginning to see the evidence of 
success – Blue Sky hired back four former 
students as summer staff in 2015! But we 
still  have a long journey ahead. There are 
more needs to be met and students who 
deserve to feel empowered, and we hope 
that you will  find a way to journey with 
us as a participant, volunteer, donor, 
staff,  or mentor.  

In 2015, we caught a glimpse of our 
students growing up with us, and we 
crave more and more stories of young 
people emerging as servant leaders who 
can shape our communities, care for the 
environment, and encourage others to 
join them along the way.  What ’s the next 
step in your Blue Sky journey?

 
 
 
Lawson Wijesooriya

A L E T T E R 
F R O M O U R 
E X E C U T I V E 

D I R E C TO R
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Our Explorers program offers elementary 
school students the opportunity to learn 
about nature by being in nature during  
their school day. 

Have you ever been knee 
deep in the brackish water 
of the York River catching 
perch and crab in a seine net 
while surrounded by your 
entire elementary school class 
cheering you on? We make 
that happen. In partnership 
with Richmond City Public 
Schools, we provide monthly 
field trips throughout the 
school year to support and 
enrich the standard science 
curriculum. By traveling outside 
their urban environments to 
parks, farms, and riverside 
locations, students increase 
their understanding of science 
through hands-on learning 
and by exploring new places. 
In 2015 we taught 917 3rd and 
5th grade students monthly 
from 8 different schools and 
took them to 12 different sites 
in the City of Richmond and the 
surrounding region.

60%
of students 
improved their 
science grades 
or maintained 
a B or above

E X P LO R E R S

99.6%
of teachers  
referred back to  
Blue Sky lessons in  
their own classrooms

75
Richmond City Public 
School teachers 
collaborated with  
Blue Sky Educators  
on our monthly  
science curriculum



“Challenges are always hard and I give up sometimes, but 

challenges become easier with teamwork. Teamwork is 
about never giving up, always try one more time. 

Everybody has to work together, nobody can be out of the 

team and everybody should treat each other right.”

2011-2014  
3rd Grade & 

5th Grade  
Explorer  

Participant

2015-2016  
OAC Participant 

through the  
Salvation Army  

Boys & Girls Club  

Quianday Worthington  
1 3  y e a r s  o l d



Our Outdoor Adventure Clubs offer middle school 
students the opportunity to meet weekly in the after-
school setting to learn technical adventure skills, 
explore nature, and build character and teamwork. 

Have you ever paddled down 
the James River to look for 
nests built by the recovering 
bald eagle population with 
your friends after school? We 
make that happen. Our trips 
enable students to discover 
the connections between their 
everyday life experiences and 
the great outdoors of our 
beautiful city! Club sessions 
are designed around a specific 
theme or skill  and a series of 
club sessions will  culminate 
in a weekend expedition that 
challenges our students to 
put their newfound skills into 
practice. During their time 
rock climbing, kayaking, and 
backpacking with us, our 
students build invaluable life 
skills such as resiliency. In 2015 
we met with 71 students weekly 
at seven different club locations, 
mostly in Richmond’s East End.

O U T D O O R 
A DV E N T U R E C LU B S

Resiliency:
learned skills that 
help students cope 
with traumatic 
experiences  
and stress

55%
of students perceived 
themselves as more 
able to overcome 
challenges and 
setbacks after time in 
our OAC program



Alyssa Brown  
1 6  y e a r s  o l d

“I love rock climbing. I  can do a 5.9 now! My first day I tried to 

do it but I  almost fell off.  I  was kinda scared because I started 

to fall backwards. I  thought I was just going to fall,  but then 

she caught me in mid air.  I  like to be challenged. Even if I  do 
fall down I’m always just going to get back up.”

2012 
Rock Climbing 

Expedition  
Participant 

2015-2016  
OLI  

Participant



Our Outdoor Leadership Institute provides  
intensive leadership training opportunities  
to high school students from a diverse cross  
section of Richmond during the summer. 

Have you ever overcome a 
challenge so great that once 
you conquered it you gained 
a better appreciation for 
what you can handle and the 
importance of teamwork? We 
make that happen. Crews of 
students complete a 24 mile 
5-day wilderness expedition 
to summit Mount Rogers. This 
trip builds confidence, inspires 
commitment, and fosters 
multicultural leaders with an 
appreciation for diversity and 
giving back. Crews continue 
to meet monthly for one 
year to complete meaningful 
community service projects 
and environmental advocacy. 
In 2015 we led a girls crew of 
6 and a boys crew of 9 to the 
top of Mount Rogers. We also 
led a co-ed alumni crew of 10 
on a paddling trip through the 
Rappahannock River.

540
hours of community 
service completed 
by participants

Leadership 
Training:
students take  
turns making critical 
decisions for the team 
from navigation to 
rationing food

Mount  
Rogers:
students summitted the 
tallest peak in Virginia 
with an elevation of  
5,728 feet

O U T D O O R  
L E A D E R S H I P I N S T I T U T E



2014-2015  
OLI  

Participant

2015  
OLI  

Alumni Trip  
Participant

2015  
Junior 
Leader

John Shaw  
1 6  y e a r s  o l d

“The first night of the trip was the first time I walked away thinking that 

leadership wasn’t just trying to corral a bunch of people 

to do what you wanted them to do, but it was working with 
people to and for an end goal that is unanimously wanted.”





L E A D E R S H I P  S T A F F
Lawson Wijesooriya 
Executive Director

Charles Johnson 
Academic Program Manager

Steven Cottam & Tabitha Pitts 
Adventure Program Managers

Amanda Payne
Business Manager

Brett Stonecipher 
Assistant Adventure  
Program Manager

Sarah Jane DeHart
Volunteer Coordinator  
and Program Instructor 

Emily Montgomery &  
Jenny Kuykendall 
Site Coordinators -  
Explorers Program

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
President: Connell Mullins
Shareholder, SpottsFain

Vice President: Charles Valentine
Co-founder, Lumiar y

Treasurer: Maxwell Wallace 
Vice President, Middleburg  
Trust Company 

Secretary: Emily Gottwald
Community Volunteer

David Blanchard
Director of Client Ser vices, Digital 
Benefit Advisors

Bernly Bressler
Branch Manager/Senior Project 
Manager, Environmental 
Resources  Management

Nathan Callaway
Pharmacist,  VCU Health Systems

Cole Clarkson
Principal,  7 Hills Advisors

Sheri Crowell
Independent Project Manager

Debbie Edwards
Manager Talent Management, 
CarMax

Richard Madden
Senior Vice President,  
Wachovia Bank, Retired

Tucker McNeil
Director of Corporate 
Communications, WestRock

Matt Perry
President/Co- Owner, Riverside 
Outfitters,  Inc.

Kelly Tattersall
Community Volunteer



F I N A N C I A L S

INCOME
Grants 
Individuals
Board
Events
Corporations & Churches
Earned Income
In-Kind

Total Revenue

$222,560
$186,135
$76,350
$34,169
$26,027
$25,358
$7,921

$578, 520

Grants,
39% Board,

13%

Corporations & 
Churches, 5%

Events, 6%

In-Kind, 1%
Earned  
Income, 4%

Individuals, 
      32%

Fundraising, 
14%

Programs,
69%

General 
Management, 
17%

EXPENSES
Programs 
General Management
Fundraising

Total Expenses

$342,108
$82,229
$71,329

$495,666

2015 financials as repor ted on audited year end statement of revenues and expenses



T H A N K  Y O U
V O L U N T E E R S

Blue Sky would like to extend  
a warm thank you to all of  

our volunteers in 2015.

We can do so much  
more because of you!

194
Volunteers

1206
Volunteer 
Hours

$30,029.40
Value of Volunteer Hours*

*based on VA 2014 average hourly value of volunteer hours at $24.90



Blue Sky Fund is extremely grateful for the generous contributions 
received in 2015. The following names are listed in recognition of 
their loyal support and generosity. 

D O N O R S

$25,000+ 
CarMax Foundation

Sam and Emily Gottwald

Pauley Family Foundation

Richard S. Reynolds 
Foundation

Kirk and Kelly Tattersall

 
$10,000 - $24,999
Altria Companies 
Employee Community 
Fund

The Community 
Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central 
Virginia

Guggenheim Partners

The Harrison Foundation

Herndon Foundation

The Hurlburt Family 
Foundation

Luck Companies 
Foundation

Memorial Foundation for 
Children

The Newsome Family 
Fund of the Community 
Foundation serving 
Richmond and Central 
Virginia

Anonymous

The Robins Foundation

Virginia Environmental 
Endowment

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon W. 
Wallace Sr.

 
$1,000 - $9,999
AECW Fund of The 
Community Foundation 
Serving Richmond and 

Central Virginia

Tom and Edith Allin

Brandywine Realty Trust

Nathan and Amy Callaway

Tom and Nancy Chewning

Cole and Macon Clarkson

Crestwood Presbyterian 
Church

Tom and Sheri Crowell

Cullen Family Fund of The 
Community Foundation 
Serving Richmond and 
Central Virginia

Dominion Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Edwards

ERM Group Foundation

Chuck and Mary Field

Fields of Boaz

Colin and Libby Gallahan

Mr. and Mrs. John D. 
Gottwald

The Greenway Pendleton 
Fund of The Community 
Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central 
Virginia

Shep and Melissa Harris

Redgates Foundation

Hamilton Family 
Foundation

Hunnicut Family 
Charitable Fund

Joel and Mary Stuart 
Iverson

George and Cal Jennison

Dr. Lucy Johnson

Mr. Frank E. Laughon

Fairfield County’s 
Community Foundation- 

Donor Advised Fund

Chris and Angela Mackay

Richard and Tassie 
Madden

Tucker and Jennifer 
McNeil

MeadWestvaco 
Foundation

The Dena and Chris Moore 
Family Foundation

Thomas M. Moore 
Charitable Endowment 
of The Community 
Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central 
Virginia

Connell and Kristin Mullins

Frank H. Nott Foundation 
Fund of The Community 
Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central 
Virginia

Greg Olson

The Outdoor Foundation

Scottie Pate

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Perry

Sarah and Cheairs Porter

Powell Fund of The 
Community Foundation 
Serving Richmond and 
Central Virginia

Richmond Kiwanis 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew G. 
Rigby

Saint Michael’s Episcopal 
Church

Mark and Beth Sprinkle

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace 
Stettinius

Richard and Elizabeth 
Sword

Stephen and Martha 
Tallent

Third Church

Tilghman Family Fund 
of The Community 
Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central 
Virginia

Barbara B. and James 
E. Ukrop Fund of The 
Community Foundation 
Serving Richmond and 
Central Virginia

Virginia Green Lawn Care

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell C. 
Wallace

West Richmond Rotary 
Club

Mr. Bradford Williamson

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Wind

Xenith Bank

 
$500 - $999
Mr. and Mrs. Bryce Allison

Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. 
Armstrong, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Mason 
Ayers

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Blanchard

David and Whitney 
Blanchard

Brandermill Rotary Club

Charles M Caravati 
Foundation

The Clarke Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Miles 
Clarkson

Dallan Construction

Domer Family 
Humanitarian Fund



Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin J. 
Flood

Genworth Foundation

Keith Henderson

Mr. and Mrs. David 
Hetherington IV

Robert L. Burrus, Jr. and 
Adrienne Hines

Jon and Katy Hottinger

Kanawha Golf Club

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan 
Kennedy

Peter and Dorothy 
Lawson-Johnston

Lotsey & Hardy, Inc.

Maggie Walker Governor’s 
School students

Wendy and Tom McNeil

Jeff and Rosel Moore 
Charitable Fund of the 
Community Foundation 
Serving Richmond and 
Central VA

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Murray

Brad and Darwin Nott

The Pahren Family

Hartwell H. Roper Fund

Luke and Meghan Semple

Showalter Family Fund 
of The Community 
Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central 
Virginia

Carneal-Drew Foundation

Spotts Fain

Stevie and Ty Toepke

Tower 3

Charles and Elizabeth 
Valentine

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon W. 
Wallace Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Fleet D. 
Wallace

Romesh and Lawson 
Wijesooriya

Mr. and Mrs. John Zeugner IV

Up to $499
7 Hills Advisors

Dr. Agarwal and Dr. Gulati

Mr. Matthew Akin

Joni Albrecht

Amazon Smile Foundation

Mike and Deb Anderson

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. John Mason 
Antrim

The Apostle Family

Dr. and Dr. Darryn and 
Susanne Appleton

Bob and Vivian Argabright

Mr. Charles Ayers

Mr. Jonathan Bahe

William and Adair Barber

Jason and Caitlin Barnes

Marie Barnett

Mr. Travis Barnwell

Dominic Barrett

Mike and Linda Barton

Adina Basse

Alec Bates

Mr. Andrew Beach

Tim and Nancy Beach

Andrew and Sarah Beach

The Bittner Family

Weezie and Buck 
Blanchard

Marjorie Blanton

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Bliley

Blue Ridge Mountain 
Sports

Robin Boisseau

Karver Bolton

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bond

Mr. William Botts

Micah Bouchard

Jon and Brogann Bowden

Tom and Suky Bracken

Barbara Branch

Bernly and Katie Bressler

Joseph and Jennifer 
Brockman

Sydney Brooks

Katherine Brooks

Bree Brostko

Stacey Buchanan

Burger Bach

Gina Burgin

Mr. Christopher Ceasar

Chip and Ivy Caravati

Mr. and Mrs. Chad Cariano

Nancy and Randy Carleton

Wylie and Austen Carr

Mr. and Mrs. Coates Carter

Mr. Hall Carter

Mr. William Carter Jr.

Mr. Tom Cavanaugh

Dr. and Mrs. Neal Chaisson

Jonathan Chan

Charles Schwab 
Foundation

Russell Childree

David and Pam Clarke

Mary Clayton

Will and Elizabeth Cleland

Susan Cleveland

Justin and Elizabeth 
Clowes

Don and Florence 
Coleman

Chris Colizza

Mr. Andrew Condlin

Mr. Andrew Conrad

Kristin Conradi

LaKeisha Cook

Donna Copley

Mr. Ronald Corbin

Christopher Cordell

Paul and Shannon Cortese

Steven and Megan Cottam

Barbara Cottam

Mike Cottam

Donald Cowles

Deborah Daughters

Susan and John 
Davenport

Davenport & Company 
LLC

Mr. Will Davis

Sam and Susan Davis

Jane and Peyton DeHart

Sarah DeHart

Mr. Christopher Delk

Benson and Stacey Dendy

Alan and Karen Denison

Rob and Liz Denison

Dermatology Associates 
of Virginia

Mr. Ernest A Detbarn

Devils Backbone

Allison Dexter

Clayton Dickey

Carol Dickinson

The Dillard Family

Frank DiMartino

James Donaldson

Anson Dorrance

Mark and Susan Douglas

Mark Drawbaugh

Molly Dunnington

Lauren Earley

Landis Eaton

Mr. and Mrs. Berkeley 
Edmunds

Maureen Egan

Claudia Elguero

Ingrid Engel

Mr. and Mrs. Erik Rupinski

Melanie Erquiaga

Rick and Kathleen Essex

EVB

Scott Fairchild



Up to $499 
Continued 
Ms. Sally Faulkner

Fed Thrill

Anne Ferrucci

Mr. Stephen Fetrow

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Figge

Sheryl Finucane

The Fishburne Family

Katie Ford

Clifford Foster

Eugenia Foster

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Franko

William Gabler

Muscoe and Helen Garnett

GE Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline

Susan Glesne

Asa and Marilyn Godbold

Kathryn Godbold

Mr. William M. Gottwald

Mr. Floyd D. Gottwald, Jr.

David and Meade Grandis

Gil and Martha Grattan

Frederica Gray

Ryan Greene

Brandon Griffin

John and Shannon 
Grymes

Paul and Cheryl Guedri

Matt and Katherine Guise

Roby and Ashby Hackney

Nate and Sara Hagerty

Mr. and Mrs. George 
Haight

Bill and Ashley Hall

Mr. Neal Hampton

Karen Hand

Sandy Harrington

Brooke Harris

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh T. 

Harrison II

Laurie Harrison

O.H. Harriss

Ms. Autumn Haynes

Marieka Helou

John Henry

Shaleetta Hicks

Theresa Hlavinka

Megan Holland

Robert Holt

Danny and Tevia Hong

The Horton Family

David and Treva Houser

The Howe Family

Howler Brothers

Nyeleti Hudson

The Hungate-Noland 
Family

Matt and Catherine Illian

David Irvin

Mr. and Mrs. John Janes

Stephen Jenkins

Audrey Johnsen

Clyde and Annie Johnson

Hallett Johnson

Charles and Kate Johnson

Neal Johnson

James Johnson

Andrew and Keller 
Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. David 
Johnson

Janis Johnson

Jolly Consulting

Dyke and Belinda Jones

Mr. and Mrs. William C. 
Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Jordan

Mr. and Mrs. John Jordan

Jesse and Elizabeth Kell

Mr. Zach Kennedy

Sara Kennedy

Lincoln Kerney

James Kessel

The Goodloe Family

Susan King

Russell King

Shelby Kinkead

The Kirkpatrick Family

Stefan and Lara Kling

Fritz and Val Kling

Kevin Knott

Emily Koelsch

Cameron and Virginia 
Koontz

Elliott Korb

Robert Kurtz

Jennifer Kuykendall

Paula Labieniec

David Lanning

Peggy LaRochelle

Nicola Latus

John and Joni Lawler

Mr. Lewis Lawson

Peter and Karen Lawson-
Johnston

The Le Roux Family

Peter and Maureen Lee

Kate Lee

Nick Lee

Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden

Jared and Ilene Lieberman

Alex and Lucille 
Lindamood

Frank Lonaugh

William Lovelace

Mrs. Donna Lubking

Ellen Lucado

Allison Ludeman

Mac’s Smack

Mr. John M Maguire

The Maida Family

Matt and Gina Maio

Markel Corporation

Ward Marstiller

Mr. Eric Martin

Marie Martin

Adam and Berkeley Martin

Martin’s

Michael Marucca

Mr. William Massey III

Erin Matthes

Sheena Mayfield

Sam and Tania McCleery

The McCormick Family

Mr. and Mrs. McDaniel

Mr. Douglas McDonough

Siobham McGowen

Ed McKenna

Sean McKenna

Molly McMahon

Kerney and Jane McNeil

Johnny and Nancy McNeil

Tyler McPhillips

Gordon Meader

MEDIC

Alex and Ashley Mejias

Robert and Elaine Metcalf

John Meyer

Mr. William A. Mitchell Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Thayer 
Montague

Boyd and Leslie Moore

Dr. and Mrs. George F. 
Moxley

Maurice and Patricia 
Mullins

Broderick Mullins

Jackson and Sarah Mumey

Daneille Murray

Justin and Kat Myers

The Nease Family



The Nemec Family

Katy Niner

Paul Nolte

Rob and Janie Norfleet

Helen Nunley

Erin Ocheltree

Evan Ocheltree

First Community Bank

Odell

Rebekah Odell

Eric Olson

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Oristian

Orvis

Osprey Packs, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Julian Ottley

Trey Packard

Hope Pagan

Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Palmore

Jennifer Parham

Dustin and Lindsay Parks

Will and Amanda Payne

Bill and Nancy Payne

Peak Experiences

Mr. and Mrs. John Pearson

Penn and Lynn Pendleton

Josh Penn and Lee Taylor 
Penn

Mr. and Mrs. Perry

Luke and Anne Pickett

Daniel Pickett

Mr. and Mrs. Robert and 
Tabitha Pitts

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Platt

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Pohjola

Edward Poitevent

Saint and Maria Pollard

Stephen and Amy 
Popovich

Viqui Potter

Daniel Power

Liza Pruitt

Elizabeth Rambo

REI

Don and Barb Reinicker

Maureen Renner

Joan Richards

Matt and Rachel Ridenour

Darlan Rieth

Joan Rigby

Thomas W. Rigby

Richard and Elizabeth 
Rinehardt

Danielle Ripperton

Riverside Outfitters

Jane Roach

Mr. David B. Robinson

Jacqueline Robinson

Mr. David Robinson

Tom and Caroline Root

Hunter Ross

Cash and Susan Rucker

Kelley Ryan

The Rybolt Family

Sacred Waters Holistic Spa

Amy Schaaf

Terry Schade

Corrente Schankler

Kevin Schellenberg

Lisa Schellhorn

Jack and Martha Schilthuis

Don and Peggy Schultz

Betty Schwarten

Robert Scott

Micah Sedillos

Lindsey Shavers

The Shaw Family

The Sheppard Family

Sherman Family Fund 
of The Community 
Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central 
Virginia

Joey and Kate Sherrard

Henry Shield

David and Katy Shonka

The Shugart Family

Sidor Family

Richard and Mary Kate 
Skeppstrom

Peter Sloan

Paul and Merindy Smith

Susan E. Smith

Dylan Smith

Mike and Ashley Smith

Chris Snow

George and Besty 
Somerville

St. Catherine’s School

Jonathan and Kelly Stalls

Michelle Steg-Geltner

Faye Stephan

Brian Stephens

Percy and Angie Strickland

Alex and Eileen Sugarman

Mr. Irwin Sugarman

Kyle Sulli

Arielle Swarr

Swim RVA

Mr. and Mrs. Morgan 
Sword

Cody and Emily Tafel

The Tassie Family

Matthew and Carter Tatum

Elizabeth Teige

Rachel Teyssier

The Harry Frank 
Guggenheim Foundation

Farrah Thomas

Leslie Thompson

Sara Thompson

Andrew Thompson

The Tignor Family

Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Tilghman

Heather Trivett

Paige Trivett

Katy Turbeville

Birck and Christie Turnbull

Jayne and Bobby Ukrop

Nicole and Jeff Ukrop 
Community Fund

Union Market

Mr. D. Cabell Vest

Matt and Elizabeth Viele

Walkabout Outfitter

William Wallis

Paddi Valentine Waters

Mr. Graham Watson

Anna Weichel

Stephen and Stacey Weir

Richard and Rusti Welch

Scott and Catey White

Jill White

Chris and Beth Whiting

Whitworth Bicyle

Fred Wicker

Tom and Katie Widmer

Corey and Sarah Widmer

Manilka and Aruna 
Wijesooriya

Niroshan and Julie 
Wijesooriya

Peyton Williams

Ann-Cabell Williams

Doug Willson

Martha Ellen Wingfield 
and Scott Adams

Mr. William Wingfield

Mr. Joshua Wishnack

Muray and Lauren 
Withrow

Mr. Richard Wright

Rahul Young and Meg 
Pearson



Blue Sky Fund would like to thank our 2015 program partners.  
We are grateful for your commitment to the community and for your 
involvement in our programs. With your help we were able to provide 
exceptional experiences for 1,199 students.

PA R T N E R S

31st St. Baptist Church

Anna Julia Cooper 
Episcopal School

Armstrong High School

Bellevue Elementary 
School

Blackwell Elementary 
School

Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Metro Richmond

Chimborazo Elementary 
School

Church Hill Activities and 
Tutoring (CHAT)

Communities in Schools 
of Richmond

Fairfield Court Elementary 
School

Franklin Military Academy

Friends of Bryan Park

George Mason Elementary 
School

Groundwork RVA

Henderson Middle School

James River Association

James River Park System

Kayak Richmond

Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden

Luck Stone

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Middle School

Miles Jones Elementary 
School

New Kent Forestry Center

Next Up

Oak Grove - Bellmeade 
Elementary School

Peak Experiences

Peter Paul Development 
Center

Pocahontas State Park

Poor Farm Park

Randolph Macon College

Renew Richmond

Richmond Cycling Corps

Richmond Public Schools

Richmond Ropes

Richmond SPCA

Riverside Outfitters

Roslyn Center

Salvation Army Boys and 
Girls Club

Shalom Farms

Tredegar Ironworks 
(National Park Service)

Tricycle Gardens

U-Turn Sports

Urban Hope

VCU Outdoor Adventure 
Program

Virginia Outside

Watermarks Camp

Woodville Elementary 
School

YMCA of Richmond

York River State Park



At the beginning of 2015, we set out 
to develop a strategic plan for Blue 
Sky Fund that would take us to the 
“next level.”  We also established an 
ambitious fundraising target to support 
our programs.  Well,  not only did we 
identify our strategic goals and begin 
to implement our “Version 2.0” strategic 
plan, but we also impacted hundreds of 
k ids through our programs thanks to our 
unprecedented fundraising success. 

And now the journey continues.  

Our plan for 2016 is to continue to 
expand our programs to reach more of 
Richmond’s youth and to deepen our 
relationship with the students we have 
the opportunity to reach.  

Our hope is that the kids we meet and 
serve in elementary school will  continue 
their Blue Sky journey with us by 
participating in an Outdoor Adventure 
Club offered at their middle school.  
And we hope that we will  inspire many 
of these boys and girls to take on new 
challenges in high school through out 
Outdoor Leadership Institute.  Finally, 
some of those same students will  blaze 
their own Blue Sky journey by graduating 

from OLI, applying to be a junior 
counselor, and joining our staff.

We have established challenging goals 
for Blue Sky Fund.  But we know with the 
continued strong financial support and 
the efforts of our loyal volunteers, we can 
achieve these goals and provide outdoor 
learning opportunities for Richmond 
youth that allow them to blaze new trails 
they never thought were possible.

We hope you will  help us preserve and 
grow our programs so that our Outdoor 
Adventure Clubs and Outdoor Leadership 
Institute can be an option for every 3rd 
grader we taught this year.

On behalf of the Board of the Blue Sky 
Fund, THANK YOU to our generous 
donors, our tireless staff,  and our 
dedicated volunteers for the tremendous 
success that we achieved in 2015! 
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